COMMUNITY PSYCHIATRIC HOSPITALS
Community based psychiatric hospitals can provide a viable alternative in treating consumers who have traditionally received care in the state hospital system.  There are currently 36 such private psychiatric facilities located throughout the state; nine (9) facilities are free-standing and twenty-seven are located on the grounds of medical hospitals and able to bill Medicaid.  All are members of the Georgia Hospital Association (GHA).  Most of the hospitals are similar to the state hospitals in that they carry the full license designation of being Emergency Receiving, Evaluation, and Treatment facilities and can handle any level of inpatient care necessary for behavioral health consumers.

Community based psychiatric hospitals can augment the current state hospital services and can offer certain advantages:
· The affiliate hospitals are located throughout the state (see map).

· Consumers will be treated closer to home.  As a result they will spend less time accessing care and will be able to return and connect to community resources sooner.

· Sheriffs will not have to transport patients across the state to existing state hospitals saving them time for designated law enforcement duties.

· Medicaid dollars can be accessed to help with the cost of care.

· The cost of care will be lower utilizing cost effective community based hospitals.

· Clinical outcome data is available which ensures that care is delivered in a safe and effective manner.

The GHA member hospitals realize that the provision of psychiatric hospital services represent one piece of comprehensive, quality mental health service.  This proposed hospital model will link well with the community based providers.
At this critical conjuncture where the future of inpatient psychiatric services is being evaluated, Georgia must consider all available options.  The network of community based psychiatric hospitals will add a new dimension of care in coordination with state hospital and community services. 

